
 

 

THE GATHERING 

The service of worship begins with the prelude; quiet is requested as you enter  
the sanctuary and prepare for worship. In the spirit of Christian fellowship,  
we invite you to wear a name tag which is available from the greeters. As a 
community that prays with and for one another, we invite you to share your  
joys and concerns by using the prayer cards available from the ushers and in  
the welcome pad folders. Those parts of the Service of Worship in which the 
congregation participates in word or song are noted in bold type.              
   Please stand as you are able. 

PRELUDE Chaconne in C Minor Buxtehude  

* HYMN 261    God of Compassion, in Mercy Befriend Us   
     O Quanto Qualia 

* CALL TO WORSHIP: 

Leader: For forty days we live in repentance. 

People: Our God is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, abounding  
 in love.  

Leader: For forty days God invites us to stop and examine, 

People: Our God gives us rest, healing, and possibilities in our lives. 

Leader: For forty days we remember the steps of Jesus that led to his 
 death and resurrection. 

People: Let us walk boldly in his path. Let us worship God. 

INTROIT             Richard Proulx 
 Even now, says the Lord, return to me with your whole heart, for I am gracious and 
 merciful. Return to me.        JOEL 2: 12-13 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS          
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MINUTE FOR MISSION              Joan Johnson 

CALL TO CONFESSION   

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Infinite God, we blend our voices in confession to say we are sorry. 
Our sins are too heavy to carry, too real to hide and too deep to 
undo.  We put pride in front of humility.  We put resentment before 
compassion. We turn away from our neighbor because it is easy.  Stir 
the Spirit within us. Forgive us our sins, all the places where we have 
missed our mark.  Free us from a past we cannot change and return 
us to walk on your firm path.   

PRAYERS OF SILENT AND INDIVIDUAL CONFESSION 

KYRIE Hymnal No. 565  Weaver  

WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

Leader: Friends, believe and proclaim the Good News:  
 in Jesus Christ, love breaks through hatred, hope breaks 

through despair, life breaks through death. 

People:  In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven, loved, and set free.   
Thanks be to God!  Amen. 

THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 

* WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

* THE APOSTLES’ CREED  (in unison) 

 I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 
 And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by 
 the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
 Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the 
 third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and 
 sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence 
 he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  I believe in the Holy 
 Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the 
 forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life 
 everlasting.  Amen. 



 

 

QUESTIONS OF INTENT 

PRAYER  

THE BAPTISM OF NICHOLAS YOON-MO KANG 

PRAYER 

 Pastor:  Eternal God, we praise you for calling us to be a servant people 
 ... Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom we give honor and glory forever. 

 People:  Remind us of the promises given in our own baptism, and 
 renew our trust in you.  Make us strong to obey your will, and to 
 serve you with joy; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

PRESENTATION OF BIBLE  

* EXCHANGE OF PEACE 

 Leader: Let us open our hearts to one another as Christ has opened             
 his heart to us, and God will be glorified. 

 People: The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

(Exchange Signs of Reconciliation and the Peace of Christ with your 
neighbor - e.g., “The Peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.”  

Response - “And also with you.”) 

TIME WITH CHILDREN 

* HYMN 316 Breathe on Me, Breath of God   Trentham 

  + Children and Youth leave for Church School Classes.  + 

THE WORD 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

FIRST LESSON Ezekiel 37:1-14    

ANTHEM Wash Me Thoroughly Handel 

 Wash me thoroughly from my wickedness and cleanse me from my sin. 

SECOND LESSON Romans 8:6-11 



  

 

SERMON                “Flat Backwards”     Rev. Kellie Anderson-Picallo 

OFFERTORY Nearer My God to Thee John Gardner 

 Nearer, my God, to Thee, nearer to Thee! 
 E’en though it be a cross that raiseth me, 
 Still all my song shall be, nearer, my God, to Thee. 
 Nearer, my God, to Thee, Nearer to Thee! 
 

 Though like the wanderer, the sun gone down, 
 Darkness be over me, my rest a stone. 
 Yet in my dreams I’d be nearer, my God to Thee. 
 

 There let the way appear, steps unto Heav’n; 
 All that Thou sendest me, in mercy given; 
 Angels to beckon me nearer, my God, to Thee. 
 

 Then, with my waking thoughts bright with Thy praise, 
 Out of my stony griefs Bethel I’ll raise; 
 So by my woes to be nearer, my God, to Thee. 
 

 Or, if on joyful wing cleaving the sky, 
 Sun, moon, and stars forgot, upward I’ll fly, 
 Still all my song shall be, nearer, my God, to Thee. 
 

* THE DOXOLOGY                    Old Hundredth 
  

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
 Praise God all creatures here below.   
 Praise God above, ye heavenly host.  
 Creator, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

PASTORAL PRAYER & THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy 
 kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 
 forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver  
 us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the  
 glory, forever. Amen. 

    THE SENDING OUT 

* HYMN 326  Spirit of God, Descend Upon My Heart        Morecambe 
                                      



 

 

* BENEDICTION 

CHORAL AMEN 

POSTLUDE   Toccata on Amazing Grace                    Pardini 

Our worship ends with the conclusion of the Postlude. (It is the custom of our church to 
remain seated. Those who wish to leave may do so.) 

 

*     *     *     *     * 

ABOUT TODAY’S MUSIC 
 

A wide chronological range is covered today. Dietrich Buxtehude (1637 — 1707)  
was the keyboard master whom the young J. S. Bach allegedly walked 200 miles to  
hear play. The chaconne, a form in which a single chord progression is reiterated and 
redecorated over and over again, has come down to us from the Baroque period tracing  
its origins to a late 16th-century dance.  Georg Frederic Handel spent a year
(1717 — 1718) as resident composer at Cannons, the home of James Brydges 
(later known as the Duke of Chandos). He wrote nearly a dozen large-scale anthems 
during his tenure. The Chandos Anthems draw upon earlier material from both 
Handel’s Italian and first Chapel Royal works, and they also serve as forerunners of the 
large-scale pieces that were to come.  “Wash me Thoroughly” is the third movement of 
the 3rd Chandos Anthem “Have Mercy On Me, O God.” John Gardner (1917—
2011) is one of the few British composers not to have come up through the cathedral 
choral system. Mostly known for his orchestral works, he taught for thirty years at the 
Royal Academy of Music. Christopher Pardini (b. 1960) served as organist at the 
Crystal Cathedral and music director of Shadyside Presbyterian Church in Pittsburgh.  
 

*     *     *     *     * 

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READINGS 

Ezekiel 37:1-14 (NRSV) 
 The hand of the LORD came upon me, and he brought me out 
by the spirit of the LORD and set me down in the middle of a valley; it 
was full of bones. 2He led me all around them; there were very many 
lying in the valley, and they were very dry. 3He said to me, “Mortal, can 
these bones live?” I answered, “O Lord GOD, you know.” 4Then he said 
to me, “Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: O dry bones, hear the 
word of the LORD. 5Thus says the Lord GOD to these bones: I will cause 
breath to enter you, and you shall live. 6I will lay sinews on you, and will 



  

 

cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath 
in you, and you shall live; and you shall know that I am the LORD.” 7So 
I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly 
there was a noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its 
bone. 8I looked, and there were sinews on them, and flesh had come 
upon them, and skin had covered them; but there was no breath in 
them. 9Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, 
and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord GOD: Come from the four 
winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may live.” 10I 
prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and 
they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude. 11Then he said to 
me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, ‘Our 
bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.’ 
12Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord GOD: I am 
going to open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my 
people; and I will bring you back to the land of Israel. 13And you shall 
know that I am the LORD, when I open your graves, and bring you up 
from your graves, O my people. 14I will put my spirit within you, and 
you shall live, and I will place you on your own soil; then you shall  
know that I, the LORD, have spoken and will act,” says the LORD. 
 
Romans 8:6-11 (NRSV) 
 To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on  
the Spirit is life and peace. 7For this reason the mind that is set on the 
flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed it 
cannot, 8and those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 9But you  
are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells 
in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong 
to him. 
 10But if Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, 
the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11If the Spirit of him who 
raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from  
the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that 
dwells in you. 

*     *     *     *     * 
 

 




